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ABSTRACT

This paper attempts to find out the effect of Riariion the Indian Si-Continent after independence of Indis
1947 after 400 years of British colonization. k@khows that how seeds of hatred sown by the izelgried not only tc
unprecedented d¢h and destruction but also division of the -Continent on communal and sectarian lines. The
countries gained their independence but with ruisednomies and without an established and experesygstem o
government. Besides about 15 million ple were displaced from their homes. The Partiti@s\an important event n
only in the history of the India but in the histarf/the World
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INTRODUCTION

The Partition of India was ttprocess of dividing the SuBentinent on sectarian and communal lines in 1%
India gained its independence from British rulee Ttorthern part predominantly Muslim became natibRakistan an
the southern predominantly Hindu became the Repulblindia. The Partition devastated both India and Pakias it lec
to unprecedented loss of precious human livesoits,rrapes and large scale blood shedding of imtec&he chief reasc
was the communal thinking of both Hindus and Muslitthe seeds wwhich were sown by the outgoing imperial pow
who for its gains had sowed the seeds of hatrexlthre minds of both communities. The circumstanggder which it
occurred make it one of the saddest events inigteri of India. No doubt, Hindus ande Muslims were living togetht
since long but they failed to inculcate the feedirgg harmony and unity among themselves. The fartatiders of bot
communities played a prominent role in stoking fine of communalism. The partition was exceptiopdirutal and
unprecedented in scale and unleashed misery asaidwves and property as millions of refugeesl fiather Pakistan ¢

India.

Khushwant Singh’s name is bound to go down in l'sdigerary history as one of the finest historemd novelist
a forth right political commentator and an outsiagdobserver and social critic. He is known as afelndia’s
distinguished men of letters with an internatiorggdutation, a significant post colonial writer indfish language besic
being known for Is clear cut secularism, wit and a deep passiopdetry. His assessment and comparison of socth
behavioral traits of people from India and Wedis of outstanding wit. In July 2000, he was canégl the “honest ma
of the year Award” by the Sabh international Social Service for his couragd aonesty in his “brilliant incisiv
writing”. At the award ceremony, the then chief msfar of Andhra Pradesh described him a “humorouserwand
incorrigible believer in human goodness with a Hevay-care attitude and a courageous mind”. The IndiaterBal

affairs minister said that the secret of Khushw&ingh’s success lay in his learning and- discipline.

Khushwant Singh has worldwide readership. He hagtenr for almost all major nationzand international
newspaper in India and abroad. He has had numeaalis appearances at home and internationally aadam extr:

exemplary career as a writer. His boA history of Sikhsemains one of the authentic histories of the SikHe has als
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written several novels, both fiction and nonfictiovhich have been translated into many languagesnélel Train to
Pakistanwon him international acclaim and Grove Pressdniiition Award in 1954. India today described has
‘the capital’s best known living monument’. Khushw&ingh was also awarded the Padam Bhushan in. T®mMyears
later, in an act of courage on June 8, 1984, aaftay the attack on the Golden temple, he drovRashtrapati Bhavan and
returned the framed citation to the President dfdnGiani Zail Singh, also a Sikh in protest of 8torming of the golden
temple, however in 2007, India government awardadtBan even more prestigious honor, the Padmeugidin. In short
Khushwant Singh is a man larger than life — a lawgéplomat, critic, Journalist, Novelist, HistoniaNaturalist and a

politician, all rolled into one. He is also an datsding author of over 80 English publications.
THEME OF PARTITION IN TRAIN TO PAKISTAN

Khushwant Singh’s novelrain to Pakistanbrings forth a picture of bestial horrors enactedthe Indo-Pak
border during the Partition days of August 1947ells the tragic tale of the Partition of IndiadalRakistan and the events
that followed, which will be remembered as one bé tblackest chapters of human history. Just on et of
independence, India was partitioned causing a gneleaval in the whole Continent. Independencedhbin its wake
one of the bloodiest carnages in the history ofdnthe upshot of this was that 12 million hadlé ftheir home and nearly
half a million were killed. These harrowing andrepichilling events shook the faith of the peoplehia innate human
goodness. It had driven them into a state of womder what man has made of man. The individualitiKhushwant
Singh’s writings is on account of his anger ancedéhantment with the “...long cherished human \sinethe wake of
inhuman bestial horrors and insane savage killorgboth sides during the Partition of the subcantirbetween India and
Pakistan in August 1947."(Harish 126). To Khushw8&imgh, this was a period of great disillusionmantl crisis of
values, a distressing and disintegrating periodhisf life. The beliefs he had cherished all his Were shattered.
Giving vent to his inner struggle and agony, hessaye beliefs that | had cherished all my lifereveshattered. | had
believed in the innate goodness of the common noairihie division of India has been accompanied lgyrtiost savage
massacres known in the history of the country’.a® says, ‘| had believed that we Indians were@daving and non-
violent and that we were concerned with matterthefspirit while rest of the world was involvedtlig pursuit of material
things. After the experience of autumn 1947, | lmeeoan angry middle aged man, who wanted to shosit hi
disenchantment with the world. | decided to try lnand at writing’. Train to Pakistans in keeping with the theme of the
novel” (Shahane, 68).

The sinister and venomous impact of partition amel indignation it spawned on him, has been reediliyi
expressed is scathing attack in the novel, oritjireititted Mano Majraandportrays with hold and unrelenting realness,
the brutal story of political hatred and violenceridg the turbulent and fateful days that precedad followed the
Partition of British India, when spirit of commurfaénzy and passionate zeal for self expressionfarasng and fumbling
with the masses. Singh attempt in the novel ise® events from the point of view of the peopl&aho Majra, a small
village which is considered to be the backdrophif hovel. As P.C Car writes, ‘Singh weaves a tim@aaround life in
this village, making the village a microcosm reprmg a larger world”. Khushwant Singh thus reteea tiny village in
the Punjabi countryside and its people in thatfdtsummer, when the flood of refugees and therimimmunal
bloodletting from Bengal to the North West Frontigrlast touches many ordinary men and women, wadawildered
victims and torn apart. Every citizen was caughirughe holocaust. No one could remain aloof, ne ocould be trusted to
be impartial. The novelist brings to the centregstéhe subsequent violence on both sides of thdebananifested in
ruthless mass destruction as well as the evil imp&Partition on the peace loving Hindus, Musliemsd Sikhs of Mano

Majra. The most heart rending passage in the aken the government makes the decision to tahgfl the Muslim
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families from Mano Majra to Pakistan. The dumbstrudlagers are overtaken by events. The Muslinas/éewith the
barest minimum of their meager belongings withim teinutes and the Non- Muslim neighbors do notagelhance to say
goodbye. The entire scene is painful at many leyssticularly the poverty in which these peopled, the uncertainty
they were thrown into and the eclipse of peopleimanity. In the words of Warren French, “Singh’sséefable suggests
profound disillusionment with the power of law, sea and intellect in the face of elemental humassijoas---Singh is
brilliant, sardonic observer of world undergoingieulsive changes; and his novels provides unigsiglm into one of the
major political catastrophes’ of this country’(Fobn 818). Train to Pakistanis thus Khushwant Singh’'s supreme
achievement. It is one of the finest realistic deva post world war Il Indo Anglican fiction. Itas a well thought out
structure, a well concaved plot, an absorbing tiagaand beautifully potrayed characters. It hasnynaotable
features — symbolic framework, meaningful atmospterd a powerful way of expression and style. Jaafdkins has
great praise for the novel when he says, ‘Khushwmgh’sTrain to Pakistardeserved a high position in Indo Anglican
literature’ (Adkins, 11).
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